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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:

	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*
*Indicate source of  Standard: 


	QUARTER

	Introduction to American Geography and European Exploration:


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 

1.1.3a: Group events and individuals by broadly defined historical eras and use timelines to identify and explain patterns of historical continuity and change in a succession of related events; compare and contrast different cultural perceptions of time.

1.3.3: Examine and analyze how the contributions of various cultural groups influence society in the United States.


	1st Quarter

	The Puritans: 


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
1.1.3b: Compare and evaluate competing historical narratives, analyze multiple perspectives, and challenge arguments of historical inevitability.
	1st Quarter

	Development of a new Nation: 


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
2.1.3: Compare and analyze major ideas in different places, times, and cultures, and how those ideas have brought about continuity, change or conflict.

2.3.3c: Analyze and explain how citizens can influence governments through voting, lobbying, protesting, and revolution.


	1st Quarter

	The Federalist Era:


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies:  
2.1: Compare and contrast ideas in different places, time periods and cultures and examine the inter-relationships between ideas, changes and conflict.

2.3.3a: Explain the purposes of government and analyze how its powers are acquired, used, justified and balanced.

1.1.3a: Explain key concepts found within foundational documents and evaluate their impact on the contemporary U.S. political system.

1.1.3b: Analyze how specific rights guaranteed by the Constitution can be modified as the Constitution remains open to change and interpretation.

2.1.3b: Analyze problems and solutions related to the distribution of power between the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government.
	1st Quarter

	Westward Ho! Jacksonian Era, Native Americans


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
1.2.3a: Examine the origins and continuing influence of key democratic ideals of the U.S. government.

4.2.3a: Engage in oral and written civic discourse to analyze pressing controversial issues and evaluate competing solutions.
	2nd Quarter

	The Civil War: 


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
2.2: Understand how ideas and technological development influence people, culture and environment.
	2nd Quarter



	Reconstruction:


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
1.1.3b: Analyze how specific rights guaranteed by the Constitution can be modified as the Constitution remains open to change and interpretation.

4.1.3b: Analyze why democracy requires citizens to deliberate on public problems and participate in collective decision-making.
	2nd Quarter 

	Industrialization/Settling of the West: 


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
2.2.3: Analyze how technological developments have changed people’s ideas about the natural world and evaluate their short and long-term consequences.

4.1.3a: Analyze how individual rights can be balanced with the common good.
	3rd Quarter

	The Gilded Age and The Progressive Era: 


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century US history including:

     - Emergence of America as a world power

      (1890-1918)

1.2.3b: Analyze why democratic ideals demand that people work together to reduce the disparity between those ideals and realities.
	3rd Quarter

	Imperialism, War and the Roaring Twenties:


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
3.1.3a: Analyze the relationships and tensions between national interests and international issues.

3.1.3b: Evaluate how national interests are maintained through international agreements, treaties, and alliances.

3.2.3a: Explain how conditions and motivations affect the development of foreign policy.
	3rd Quarter

	F.D.R., and The Great Depression 


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history including:

     - Reform, prosperity, and depression 

3.2.3c: Select, apply, and defend criteria for evaluating the conduct of particular international organizations.

1.3.3a: Examine and evaluate how citizens use and influence governmental institutions and processes to solve problems.


	3rd Quarter

	World War II
	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 

1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history including:

     - World War II

3.1.3a: Analyze the relationships and tensions between national interests and international issues.
	3rd Quarter

	The Cold War:


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history including:

     - the cold War, and International Relations

        (1939-Present)

2.3.3b: Compare and contrast U.S. democracy and other forms of government.
	4th Quarter

	American Cultural Revolutions:


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history including:

     - Post World War II domestic, Political,

       Social, and economic issues (1945-Present)

2.3.3c: analyze and explain how citizens can influence governments through voting, lobbying, protesting, and revolution.

2.2.3: Explain how the Constitution is maintained as the Supreme law of the land and how it is changed or amended.
	4th Quarter

	Johnson, Nixon, Carter, Reagan:


	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 
2.1.3b: analyze problems and solutions related to the distribution of power between the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government.

4.3.3a: Evaluate how corporations, government agencies, organization, and public opinion influence the development of public policy.

4.3.3b: Investigate possible careers in the field of public service.
	4th Quarter

	Final Presidential Project
	Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR) Social Studies: 

1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history 

3.1.3a: Analyze the relationships and tensions between national interests and international issues.

4.3.3a: Evaluate how corporations, government agencies, organization, and public opinion influence the development of public policy.
	4th Quarter


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS
	QUARTER

	Introduction to American Geography and European Exploration:

· Study of Regional Geography

· Study of European Discovery and Settlement in North America.

· Map Skills, geopolitics

· Timeline of Early America

· U.S. Immigration Exam
	1.1.3a: Group events and individuals by broadly defined historical eras and use timelines to identify and explain patterns of historical continuity and change in a succession of related events; compare and contrast different cultural perceptions of time.

1.3.3: Examine and analyze how the contributions of various cultural groups influence society in the United States.


	1st quarter

	The Puritans:

· Establishment of the Southern Colonies
· Establishment of the Northern Colonies
· Establishment of the Middle Colonies
· Church and State
· The impact of diversity of race, ethnicity, and religion on Early America.

	1.1.3b: Compare and evaluate competing historical narratives, analyze multiple perspectives, and challenge arguments of historical inevitability.
	1st quarter

	Development of a new Nation: 

· The Seeds of Self-Rule

· Tyranny – The Short-Term Causes of Revolution

· The Sugar and Stamp Acts, the Boston Massacre

· The Declaration of Independence
· The War for Independence

· Written Response on justification of treason. Was it justified?
	2.1.3: Compare and analyze major ideas in different places, times, and cultures, and how those ideas have brought about continuity, change or conflict.

2.3.3c: Analyze and explain how citizens can influence governments through voting, lobbying, protesting, and revolution.


	1st quarter

	The Federalist Era:

· The Articles of Confederation
· The Constitutional Convention
· Basic Principles of the Constitution
· The Bill of Rights, The Federalist Papers
· Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist campaign
	2.1: Compare and contrast ideas in different places, time periods and cultures and examine the inter-relationships between ideas, changes and conflict.

2.3.3a: Explain the purposes of government and analyze how its powers are acquired, used, justified and balanced.

1.1.3a: Explain key concepts found within foundational documents and evaluate their impact on the contemporary U.S. political system.

1.1.3b: Analyze how specific rights guaranteed by the Constitution can be modified as the Constitution remains open to change and interpretation.

2.1.3b: Analyze problems and solutions related to the distribution of power between the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government.
	1st quarter

	Westward Ho! Jacksonian Era, Native Americans

· The Louisiana Purchase

· The Republic of Texas

· Joint Occupation in Oregon

· James K. Polk: “54’ 40” or Fight!”

· The Mexican-American War

· Westward Ho! – Expansion

· Resettlement Plan for Native American population.

· Increase in democratic rule

· Primary Sources – critique of Jackson’s presidency.


	1.2.3a: Examine the origins and continuing influence of key democratic ideals of the U.S. government.

4.2.3a: Engage in oral and written civic discourse to analyze pressing controversial issues and evaluate competing solutions.
	2nd quarter

	The Civil War: 

· Expansion and the Slavery Issue

· The Freed Slave – The Abolitionist movement

· Prelude to the War

· North vs. South economy and divergent traditions (link back to explorers and early settlers)

· State’s Rights

· The War Between the States

· What could have been done differently? Position-taking, role-playing essay.
	2.2: Understand how ideas and technological development influence people, culture and environment.
	2nd quarter

	Reconstruction:

· Why the North Won – analysis

· The Gettysburg Address and its relevance

· Lasting effects of the Civil War in social, political, and economic traditions in the North and South

· Role-playing.
· Lincoln’s Plan

· The Radical’s Plan, impact
	1.1.3b: Analyze how specific rights guaranteed by the Constitution can be modified as the Constitution remains open to change and interpretation.

4.1.3b: Analyze why democracy requires citizens to deliberate on public problems and participate in collective decision-making.
	2nd quarter

	Civil Rights Movement:

· Brown vs. Board of Education

· The Montgomery Bus Boycott

· Civil Rights Act of 1964, 1965, 1968; Voting Rights Act – evaluate its lasting effect today
· Vietnam War Protest Movement

· Compare and Contrast

· Women’s/African American Rights movements

	1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history including:

     - Post World War II domestic, Political,

       Social, and economic issues (1945-Present)

2.3.3c: analyze and explain how citizens can influence governments through voting, lobbying, protesting, and revolution.

2.2.3: Explain how the Constitution is maintained as the Supreme law of the land and how it is changed or amended.
	3rd quarter

	Industrialization/Settling of the West: 

· The Rise of American Industrial Production

· The Negative Impact of Industrialization.

· Major industrial achievements. Newspaper activity.

· The Indian Wars and Assimilation Policy – creating more available land in the West.

· Factory Work, Socialism, loss of individual identity for greater production.
· 
	2.2.3: Analyze how technological developments have changed people’s ideas about the natural world and evaluate their short and long-term consequences.

4.1.3a: Analyze how individual rights can be balanced with the common good.
	3rd quarter

	The Gilded Age and The Progressive Era:

· The Progressive Era: Programs and benefits

· Developments in Foreign Policy

· Major Shifts in Political Power

· The Gilded Age and Robber Barons.


	1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century US history including:

     - Emergence of America as a world power

      (1890-1918)

1.2.3b: Analyze why democratic ideals demand that people work together to reduce the disparity between those ideals and realities.
	3rd quarter

	ENUDRING KNOWLE DGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS
	QUARTER

	Imperialism, War and the Roaring Twenties:

· The coming of War: Nationalism, Balance of Power, Propaganda
· American Mobilization – Teddy Roosevelt
· Modern Warfare Technology
· Armistice – Treaty of Versailles,
· Wilson’s 14 Points and League of Nations.
· 1920s – Return to ‘Normalcy’

	3.1.3a: Analyze the relationships and tensions between national interests and international issues.

3.1.3b: Evaluate how national interests are maintained through international agreements, treaties, and alliances.

3.2.3a: Explain how conditions and motivations affect the development of foreign policy.
	3rd quarter

	F.D.R., The Great Depression:

· Causes of the Great Depression

· Impact of the Depression – locally and in the World

· FDR and the New Deal – Alphabet programs

· Isolationism to Lend Lease Act

· FDR and relationship with Congress

· Campaign Posters
	1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history including:

     - Reform, prosperity, and depression 

3.2.3c: Select, apply, and defend criteria for evaluating the conduct of particular international organizations.

1.3.3a: Examine and evaluate how citizens use and influence governmental institutions and processes to solve problems.


	3rd quarter

	World War II:

· The U.S. Enters the War: Pearl Harbor

· The War in Europe – an American view

· The War in the Pacific

· Development and use of the Atomic Bomb – class debate, essay

· War-time propaganda project

· Post-War divisions

· Night:  TO BE READ OVER SPRING BREAK!
	1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history including:

     - World War II

3.1.3a: Analyze the relationships and tensions between national interests and international issues.
	3rd Quarter

	The Cold War:

· Causes of the Cold War

· How the Cold War was fought

· Korean War

· McCarthyism

· GI Bill and Higher Education

· Lasting terms and effects of the Cold War on U.S. Foreign Policy.
	1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history including:

     - the cold War, and International Relations

        (1939-Present)

2.3.3b: Compare and contrast U.S. democracy and other forms of government.
	4th quarter

	Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Carter, Reagan:
· Berlin Wall, Bay of Pigs, Cuban Missile Crisis, Assassination of JFK

· President Johnson: Domestic vs. International policies
· Nixon Administration – U.S. loss of trust for Office of the President
· Opening of China
· Energy Crisis – President Carter
· Iran Hostage Crisis

· Ronald Reagan and the Evil Empire

· 1989

· What determines success when discussing the ‘most successful’ president of the late 20th century? 
	2.1.3b: analyze problems and solutions related to the distribution of power between the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government.

4.3.3a: Evaluate how corporations, government agencies, organization, and public opinion influence the development of public policy.

4.3.3b: Investigate possible careers in the field of public service.
	4th quarter

	Final President Project:

· Students will be expected to complete a project ranking the 44 presidents of the United States based on criteria set by the class. Students should keep up with their President notes to avoid feeling overwhelmed by this assignment.
	1.2.3: Identify and analyze major concepts, people and events in 20th century U.S. history 

3.1.3a: Analyze the relationships and tensions between national interests and international issues.

4.3.3a: Evaluate how corporations, government agencies, organization, and public opinion influence the development of public policy.
	4th Quarter


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	1.1.3d: Recognize relevant facts. Evaluate bias.
	Example:

Who really founded America? Why is Jamestown considered the first successful settlement? Evaluate history through those who write it.
	Qualitative daily evaluation through question/answer process. Quantitative on unit tests.

	Take notes, summarize
	Students will be required to gather the three most important points in primary and secondary sources. Students will be required to take notes on lectures given in class. Students will be required to use the Cornell note-taking strategy.
	Qualitative daily evaluation through question/answer process. Quantitative on unit tests.

	Identify key words
	Unit vocabulary – why are these words important to know? Key terms.
	Qualitative daily evaluation through question/answer process. Quantitative on unit tests.

	1.1.3e: Produce and interpret charts, graphs, maps, etc. 
	Maps of America throughout various historical periods. Students will create and evaluate. 
	Included in most units/unit tests

	1.1.3e: Primary Source critique
	Students will evaluate primary source materials for historical fact, influence on events, bias, or references to cultural events or trends. Example:

American Cultural Revolutions: Speeches of MLK, RFK, JFK, Malcolm X. How did these speeches influence the movement?
	Included in each reading assignment from text

	Support argument
	Students will engage in at least one debate over the course of the year (Ex.: Did the reasons for independence from Britain have merit? Was the use of the Atomic Bombs justified?) Each student will be expected to write formal points in a specific debate outline format. Students must support argument with research and do so orally as well as in writing.
	At least once

	1.1.3f: Create a product using Social Studies Content and present to a meaningful audience.
	Example: Newspapers on Civil War 
	Approximately once a quarter

	2.1.3c: Interview skills
	Students will be required to interview a family member for their family history.


	once

	2.1.3b: Participate in group process. 
	Group projects, team review games, 
	Each unit

	3.1.4a: Define and clarify problem, multiple perspectives, summarize data.
	Example: American Cultural Revolutions unit – students will evaluate multiple perspectives concerning change and growth in American civil liberties.
	Often included as part of essay question on unit tests

	3.1.4b:

Distinguish between fact, opinion, and reasoned argument.
	Excerpts from various textbooks, articles, literary excerpts. Identify fact, opinion and reasoned arguments.
	Included in each reading assignment from text –evaluated through reading quizzes

	3.1.4d: Hypothesize possible outcomes
	Example: Was the Civil War avoidable? Student reflection on ‘what if’… issues that could have been addressed or changes that could have been made to avoid war. 

Excerpts from What If? Edited by Robert Cowley. Essays by Military Historians imagining what might have been had major battles turned out differently.
	Often included as part of essay question on unit tests

	3.1.4e: Create timelines
	Example: Early American timeline and people chart.

Every unit exam and both semester exams include a timeline of major events during that particular unit.
	Most unit tests or projects


C. Methods of Instruction: Instructional methods used to present course content: 
Many Instructional Methods will be used including:

· Lecture
· Class discussion (Socratic method, class debates, small group and larger group discussions)
· Small group learning
· Writing exercises
· Research papers and projects (with visits to the Library and Computer Lab)
· Listening/speaking activities
· Use of maps and charts
D.  Career Application:  
Through the study of history, the student will be exposed to the past successes and failures of humankind.  The realization that we learn from our past experiences is a life lesson for any learner. Success in U.S. History includes the realization we may also learn through the past experiences of other people(s)—even really old experiences!  The student may choose to study the results of previous human interaction to help create a better world through technology, the arts, education, politics, social sciences, religious studies, business, or any vocation in which people come into contact with one another. Skills learned through this course (ex: reading comprehension, evaluation of primary and secondary sources, map skills, note-taking skills, solid writing abilities, and working with one another to complete a task) can be applied in academic or real life settings.
II. POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

GRADING SCALE

__X__Same as grading scale used in the school system


___Different scale (If different scale, please indicate below):

Each semester grade will be on a “running total” Therefore, the first quarter grade is a progress report of the student’s efforts and work completed thus far.

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING

	Introduction to US Geography and European Exploration and The Puritans: 18%

· U.S. Immigration Exam
· Study of Regional Geography 
· Study of European Discovery and settlement in North America
· Map skills, geopolitics
· Timeline of Early America/Early Americans
· Establishment of the Southern colonies

· Establishment of the Northern colonies

· Establishment of the Middle colonies

· Church and State

· The impact of diversity of race, ethnicity, and religion on early America

· Compare and Contrast Project

	Development of a new Nation: 18%

· The Seeds of Self-Rule

· Tyranny – The short-term causes of Revolution, The Enlightenment

· The Sugar and Stamp Acts, the Boston Massacre

· The Declaration of Independence
· The War for Independence 

· Debate and written response: Was it Justified?

	The Federalist Era: 18%

· The Articles of Confederation

· The Constitutional Convention

· Basic Principles of the constitution

· The Bill of Rights, The Federalist Papers
· Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist campaign

	Westward Ho! Jacksonian Era, Native Americans: 18%

· The Louisiana Purchase

· The Republic of Texas

· Joint Occupation in Oregon

· James K. Polk – “54’40” or Fight!”
· The Mexican-American War

· Westward Ho! Expansion 

· Resettlement Plan for Native American Population

· Increase in democratic rule 

· Primary Sources – critique of Jackson’s presidency

	The Civil War and Reconstruction: 18%

· Expansion and the Slavery Issue

· The Freed Slave – the Abolitionist movement – famous Abolitionists

· Prelude to the War

· North vs. South economy and divergent traditions (link back to explorers and early settlers)

· The “compromises” 1820, 1833, 1850

· Lincoln-Douglas Debates

· State’s Rights debate – review constitutionality

· The War Between the States

· What could have been done differently? Position-taking, role-playing, essay
· Why the North won – analysis 

· The Gettysburg Address and its relevance

· Lasting effects of the Civil War in social, political, and economic traditions in the North and South

· Lincoln vs. Johnson policies

	Cumulative Semester Exam: 10%


Semester Two:

	American Cultural Revolutions: 13%

· Brown vs. Board of Education
· The Montgomery buy Boycott
· Eyes on the Prize
· Civil Rights Acts of 1964, 1965, 1968; Voting Rights Act
· Vietnam War Protest Movement
· Compare and contrast Women’s/African American Rights movements
· Impact of Assassinations of JFK, MLK Jr., RFK
“New Birth of Freedom” Essay

	Industrialization/Settling of the West, The Gilded Age and The Progressive Era: 13%

· The Rise of American Industrial Production

· The Negative Impact of Industrialization

· Major industrial achievements – Newspaper activity

· Indian Wars and Assimilation Policy – creating more available land in the West

· Factory Work, Socialism, loss of Individual identity for greater production

· The Progressive Ear: Programs and Benefits

· Immigration policies redefined

· Developments in Foreign Policy – predicting: What does this lead to?

· Major shifts in political power

· The Gilded Age and Robber Barons project

	Imperialism and War: 13%

· The coming of War: Nationalism, Balance of Power, Propaganda

· American Mobilization – Teddy Roosevelt

· World War I Simulation

· Modern warfare technology

· Armistice – Treaty of Versailles

· Wilson’s 14 Points and League of Nations – why did it fail?

· Apply war criteria to modern day conflict in Darfur, Sudan

	The Roaring Twenties, F.D.R. and The Great Depression: 14%

· 1920s – Return to “Normalcy”

· Presidents of the 1920s; Laissez-Faire Economics

· Stock Market Simulation

· Causes of the Great Depression

· Impact of the Depression – locally and in the world

· FDR and the New Deal – Alphabet Programs; FDR and relationship with Congress

· Isolationism and the Lend Lease Act

	World War II: 14%
· The U.S. Enters the War – Pearl Harbor

· The War in Europe – an American view

· The War in the Pacific

· Development and use of the Atomic Bomb – class debate, essay and/or
· War-time propaganda – project

· Post-War divisions

	The Cold War: 13%

· Causes of the Cold War
· How the Cold War was fought
· Korean War
· McCarthyism
· GI Bill and Higher Education
· Lasting terms and effects of the Cold War on U.S. Foreign Policy
· Kennedy: Berlin Wall, Bay of Pigs, Cuban Missile Crisis
· President Johnson: Domestic vs. International policies

· Nixon Administration – U.S. loss of trust for Office of the President; Opening of China

· Energy Crisis – Carter, Iran Hostage Crisis
· Ronald Reagan and the Evil Empire

	Final President Project: 10%

· Students will be expected to complete a project ranking the 44 presidents of the United States based on criteria set by the class. Students should keep up with their President notes to avoid feeling overwhelmed by this assignment.

	Cumulative Final Exam: 10%


B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance 
Guidelines for acceptable homework: 

1. Homework will be posted daily at www.kennedyhs.org and written on the board every day in the classroom.  Each assignment will have a specific due date.  No late work will be accepted. 

2. Handouts for assignments will only be given once. If you misplace the original handout, you must get the information from a peer. 

3. Computer failure is never an excuse for late work. Suggestion: use a flash drive; the computers at school are not friendly to disks!
4. All homework will be graded for completeness.  Each assignment should be neat, complete, and organized.

5. Heading of paper must be included.  

· Work will loss points or receive zero (0) points if:
--Assignment is not turned in on time (work is in class with you, not in your locker)
--There is no name on the paper

--Assignment not completed in black or blue ink. (Or typed – if assigned)
--Your assignment is mostly incomplete (teacher discretion)

--Assignment is not turned in on time following absence

--You have done the wrong assignment

--I cannot read your writing
· Class work, homework and daily quizzes will not be able to be made up – no late work will be accepted in these areas. However, on major projects and papers, the students may turn in the assignment 1 day late with an automatic one grade deduction unless otherwise instructed. After that, the students may not turn in late work for credit.

· When a student is absent s/he has as many days as s/he was out to make up the work.  Major assignments are due on the due date – even if the student is absent. Students may retrieve handouts given out on the day of his/her absence in the pre-assigned area. However, all notes and discussions from the class must be obtained from a class mate. Students may long on to my web page on www.kennedyhs.org to obtain their homework assignments for my classes. Tests missed must be taken within two days of return, before or after school, prearranged with me. If the test is not made up during this time period, the student will earn a zero. All tests and quizzes will be posted on the side board. Students may not make up work missed due to an unexcused absence.
 

Exceptions to this policy will be handled on a case-by-case basis.
· TARDY--- you are expected in your seat, ready to work when the bell rings. Being tardy may result in a detention.
· If a student is tardy and unexcused, and the homework has been collected for the day, the homework will be considered late. 
C. Discipline Policies 
· If a student is tardy and unexcused, and the homework has been collected for the day, the homework will be considered late. 
· Except for cheating (see below) discipline does not pertain to grading.

· Tardiness or cell phone usage is an automatic detention.

D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
See the Student Handbook for the policy on cheating. In short: cheating, copying or plagiarism of any kind will result in a 0% grade on the assignment, paper, quiz, or test. Student will not be given the opportunity to make this work up. A call will be placed home to the student’s parents as well. Consideration for detention is also part of school policy
If one student copies from another student, both students will earn a ‘0’ on the assignment

E. Policy on Extra Credit 
· Extra credit is not normally offered. An extra credit question on a quiz or test, or an occasional assignment may be offered. A group of extra assignments or a project to raise a grade dramatically is not offered.

F. Listing Daily Assignments
_____JFK NETCATHOLIC
__X__JFK Website

_____Both

(For daily assignments)

(For projects and major tests)
G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

· Postings:  

There will be a minimum of two new entries for every grading period designated on the Academic Office’s yearly grade posting schedule. This schedule can be found in the Communi-K.

· Anticipated number of entries per quarter:


Parents and students should expect a minimum of 12-15 entries per quarter.
H. Support for Student Learning

· Homogenous and Heterogeneous groups

· Study skills – Cornell notes,  Rewriting

· Varied delivery – Auditory, Visual
· Peer Tutoring

· Before and after school study sessions

· Referral to after school Lancer Academy

· Differentiated Instruction
I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help

· I am available to students most mornings by 8:00 and for at least ½ hour most days after school ends, unless otherwise posted. It is most helpful for parents who would like to meet to make an appointment to do so.

· As well as being available after school, students may schedule an individual appointment with me.  I can be reached via email: cascioj@kennedyhs.org. 

· Prior to every unit exam or upon request, I offer study sessions before and after school. These sessions are not required, but are highly recommended. 
J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 


Possible titles that may be shown in total o in excerpts:
	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	The Patriot—Movie (excerpts) 
	Revolutionary War
	1st Quarter

	The Alamo- Movie (excerpts)
	Manifest Destiny
	2nd Quarter

	Glory – Movie
	The Civil War
	2nd Quarter

	Gettysburg—Movie (excerpts)
	The Civil War
	2nd Quarter

	Far and Away – Movie
	Immigration/ Westward Expansion
	3rd Quarter

	Paths of Glory—Movie (excerpts)
	World War I
	3rd Quarter

	Documentary – Ford, mass production
	The Roaring Twenties
	3rd Quarter

	Grapes of Wrath- Movie (excerpts)
	Great Depression
	3rd Quarter

	It’s a Wonderful Life- Movie (excerpts)
	Great Depression
	3rd Quarter

	Documentary – D-Day Invasion Preparations and Landings
	World War II
	3rd Quarter

	Saving Private Ryan—Movie (excerpts)
	World War II
	3rd Quarter

	Flags of Our Fathers – Movie (excerpts)
	World War II
	3rd Quarter

	Schindler’s List—Movie (excerpts)
	World War II
	3rd Quarter

	Eyes on the Prize – Documentary
	American Cultural Revolutions
	4th Quarter

	Bobby – Movie
	American Cultural Revolutions/ Vietnam War
	4th Quarter

	Platoon- Movie (excerpts)
	Vietnam War
	4th Quarter

	We Were Soldiers- Movie (excerpts)
	Vietnam War
	4th Quarter


K. Technology Used in Classroom Instruction:
	EQUIPMENT USED IN CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
	FREQUENCY OF USE

	LCD projector and computer:  notes, Internet, PowerPoint Presentations, pictures, and video.
	Almost daily

	Turnitin.com: Research projects, MLA citation format, writing skills, plagiarism, etc.
	At least once a semester

	Internet: supplemental pictures, documents, video, etc. 
	Almost daily

	Document camera 
	often


L.  Literacy in the Social Studies Classroom
All Kennedy Catholic Social Studies teachers view reading and literacy as fundamental components of the learning process. Careful consideration is given to choosing supplemental material that aligns with the Lexile Framework for Reading and that provides relevant content to themes specific to each course. Examples of supplemental readings include Red Scarf Girl and Long Way Gone (9th grade) and The Things They Carried (11th grade). In addition to course specific reading, the Social Studies Department has it as a goal each year to incorporate themes from the All School Read into course content whenever possible.
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